MINUTES

SPJ Detroit Chapter Board Meeting

Wednesday, April 8, 2009
Location: The Jewish News, Southfield.
Present: Colleen Clement, Andy Chapelle, Jack Harned, Janet Mendler, Gloria Olman, David Sachs, Jim Schaefer, Tom Stanton and administrator Donna Remer.

Absent: W. Kim Heron, Walter Middlebrook, Steve Raphael, Jerome Vaughn and Ann Zaniewski.

Clement called the meeting to order at 8:45 a.m.
Minutes – Stanton

March 18, 2009, meeting. Motion to approve by Olman, seconded by Chapelle. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s report – Olman
Olman reported a balance of $19,167.46 in the checking account. She noted that the Laurain Scholarship CD will be expiring May 22; the board will explore its options at its May meeting.

JOY Banquet – Harned

With one week to go, plans are in good shape, according to Harned. He noted that the speakers, Jim Schaefer and M.L. Elrick, will need to appear early in the program so that they can catch a flight to receive an award in another state. He also noted that Keith Crain, one of the lifetime award recipients, will be out of the country but will accept his honor by video. Related to the award entries, board members decided to discuss in coming months whether to handle future submissions digitally. The chapter also needs to expand its new media categories, Remer noted.

Laurain Scholarship – Sachs

Sachs thanked all who helped with judging the record 19 entries. Mendler described the field as “superior.” Olman suggested limiting the number of clips per entry. Winners will be announced at the JOY Banquet. Chapter supporter Agnes Laurain, who died in 2008, also will be honored.

Programs – Clement 
With L. Brooks Patterson having just been roasted by another organization, Clement wondered whether the chapter should proceed with its planned fundraiser. Board members decided to revisit the issue after the JOY Banquet.

Nominations – Remer

Several board members have terms that are expiring, and all are eligible to run again, said Remer. Harned suggested it might be better if he were to step down and allow another working journalist to run for his seat. Other members disagreed, feeling that the board has a nice mix of credentials. 

Noted in brief

 Regional conference: Clement reported that Middlebrook, who attended, felt the event went fairy well.

 Minnesota judging: Remer thanked those who helped judge the entries. She felt the digital entries were easy to handle.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Stanton

Detroit SPJ Secretary

