MINUTES

SPJ Detroit Chapter Board Meeting

Wednesday, March 18, 2009
Location: The Jewish News, Southfield.
Present: Colleen Clement, Andy Chapelle, Jack Harned, W. Kim Heron, Janet Mendler, Gloria Olman, Steve Raphael, David Sachs, Tom Stanton, Jerome Vaughn, Ann Zaniewski and administrator Donna Remer.

Absent: Walter Middlebrook and Jim Schaefer. 

Clement called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.
Minutes – Stanton

Feb. 11, 2009, meeting. Motion to approve by Mendler, seconded by Raphael. The motion passed.

Laurain Scholarship – Sachs

Remer noted that the chapter had received checks totaling more than $1,000 for the Larry Laurain Scholarship Fund as memorials to Agnes Laurain, who will be honored at the JOY banquet. Sachs thanked chapter members for promoting the scholarship competition. Nineteen applications, representing students at most area schools, were received. Sachs invited board members to participate in the judging. Last year $5,000 was awarded in scholarships. Given the economic situation, the board decided to lower the amount. Sachs moved that the chapter fund $4,000 in scholarships, including $2,500 for first place, and the rest to be allocated as determined by the committee. Harned seconded. The motion passed.

Treasurer’s report – Olman
Olman reported a balance of $18,302 in the checking account. She also noted that the Laurain CD will mature on May 22 and that the board will need to decide whether to renew it. Much discussion centered on a bounced check of $850 from the Oakland Press. The paper’s parent company has filed for bankruptcy. The check covered the newspaper’s contest entry fees. Clement outlined the board’s options: pull the entries (as requested by an Oakland Press official) or honor the entries and attempt to collect the money, knowing that it may be unrecoverable. Judging has already been completed for most categories, which would complicate the pulling of entries. Raphael recommended “taking the high road” and honoring the entries. Harned concurred, noting that the affected journalists were not responsible for the bounced check. Many others agreed. Harned moved to honor the entries and pursue available avenues to obtain payment. Mendler seconded the motion. All approved. Clement and Remer said the chapter would tighten procedures to ensure that all checks clear before entries are judged.  

Journalist of the Year (JOY) banquet – Harned 
Harned invited suggestions about the various letters, press releases and promotions he has prepared for the event. Related to the JOY honors, Clement noted that Jane Briggs-Bunting, Ben Burns and Mike Lewis have agreed to be judges. Mendler encouraged the chapter to get all award winners listed promptly on the website. Harned suggested posting photos, too.

Programs – Clement 
Raphael said he was contacted by representatives of Women in Communications, asking the chapter cosponsor a Newspaper Wake fundraiser at the old Free Press building. Raphael noted that it was meant as a fun, light-hearted event, but several board members felt it inappropriate given the industry’s troubles and job losses. Clement polled the board and found most members opposed to backing the fundraiser. Mendler suggested that the chapter should have a more formal procedure for such requests. Related to other programs, Clement will check into a “law school for journalists” event. She also noted that Wayne State will be hosting an IRE Watchdog Workshop April 25-26.

Noted in brief

 Newsletter: One is expected in about a week.

 Website: Nothing new to report. 

 Membership: National SPJ has altered its procedure so that members will be billed automatically for local chapter dues.

 Regional conference: Schaefer and Middlebrook will be going.

 Sports writing seminar: Stanton said that the University of Detroit Mercy will be hosting an April 2 Final Four workshop, featuring John Feinstein and others.

Meeting adjourned at 10:19 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Stanton

Detroit SPJ Secretary

